
 

                                                       

Progetto20k 
 

To: 

Mr. Dimitris Avramopoulos, Commissioner for Migration, Home Affairs and Citizenship 

Copy to:  

Mr. Jean-Claude Juncker, President of the European Commission  
Mr. Frans Timmermans, First Vice President 
Ms. Federica Mogherini, Foreign Affairs and Security Policy 
Mr. Christos Stylianides, Humanitarian Aid & Crisis Management 
Mr. Johannes Hahn, European Neighbourhood Policy and Enlargement Negotiations 
Ms. Neven Mimica, International Cooperation and Development 
Ms. Paraskevi Michou, Director General of the Directorate General for Migration and Home Affairs  
Ms. Cecilia Wikström (ALDE, SE), Rapporteur on the Dublin regulation 
 
18 October 2018 
 
Dear Commissioner Avramopoulos, 
 
In view of the ongoing reforms of the Common European Asylum System (CEAS) and related national-

level developments, we, the undersigned, call on the European Commission to seize this historic 

opportunity to promote an orderly and efficient system which strengthens the EU’s and Member 

States’ ability to meet obligations under international human rights law.  

The CEAS and its Dublin Regulations, along with national-level policies, have led to a situation in which 

refugees and displaced people across Europe are trapped within unhealthy environments, where they 

face unacceptable rights violations in relation to health, living conditions, access to information and 

asylum, and freedom from inhuman or degrading treatment. Such experiences and the lived realities 

of displaced people have been documented through extensive research efforts by Refugee Rights 

Europe, Human Rights Watch, Amnesty International, Médecins Sans Frontières and other civil society 

organisations. While all individuals in displacement are exposed to acute risks of exploitation and 

abuse, these risks tend to be further heightened among women and children, making for an urgent 

case for change.   



In light of this, we call on the Commission to support a reform of the CEAS and Dublin Regulations 

which ensures the following:  

• The omission of the country of first entry/first country of asylum criterion in order to alleviate 

disproportionate pressure on EU front-line states, while ensuring that secondary movement 

is under no circumstances used as a pretext to punish displaced individuals, such as by refusing 

access to asylum procedures, humane reception conditions or housing.  

• The introduction of measures by all Member States to guarantee access to work, housing and 

educational opportunities, so as to facilitate integration and enhance refugees’ and displaced 

people’s sense of belonging in their new host country/society.  

• The strengthening of safe and legal routes to safety, both within Europe and from counties of 

origin, including by protecting the work of search and rescue vessels in the Mediterranean, by 

ensuring that family reunification applications are processed in a fair and timely manner, and 

in particular by developing permanent EU resettlement and relocation programmes based on 

responsibility sharing.  

• An end to the use of administrative detention as a means of deterrence or as a side-effect of 

an inadequately functioning system of asylum and reception. Detention should only ever be 

used as a measure of last resort, subject to the range of safeguards enshrined in national, 

international and EU law, as well as to the provision, on a case-by-case basis, of justification 

as to the impossibility of employing alternative measures. Children and other vulnerable 

groups, such as victims of torture, should under no circumstances be detained and women 

must not be held in cells with unrelated men. The human rights of all detainees – including 

access to legal procedures – must be protected. 

• Ending practices of restricting asylum seekers to certain geographic areas, as in practice these 

policies tend to contribute to environments in which various forms of human rights violations 

unfold, while feeding into racist and xenophobic discourses. 

• Assurance that any potential future EU funding for national-level reception centres in Europe 

is conditional upon such centres being open, and that clear procedures to safeguard human 

rights, as well as clearly defined roles, responsibilities and accountability mechanisms are in 

place. We strongly oppose the concept of ‘controlled centres’ as per the June Council 

conclusions and the subsequent European Commission non-paper, which appears to be very 

similar to the fundamentally flawed ‘hot spots’ approach. Attempts to speed up the asylum 

application process within de facto detention centres would most likely lead to the violation 

of fundamental human rights and unlawful, arbitrary selection processes. 

• Assurance that disembarkation will under no circumstances take place in countries without a 

functioning asylum system adopted through national legislation, or in states which are not 

parties to the 1951 Geneva Convention and the 1967 New York Protocol, or in states which 

do not comply in practice with international human rights law. 

 

We believe that a different reality can and must be possible for refugees and displaced people in 

Europe. We call upon the European Commission to demonstrate strong leadership in times of crisis, 

upholding European values of solidarity, human rights and the rule of law.  

We look forward to a response at your very earliest convenience.  

Yours sincerely,  

 



Advocates Abroad 

Art Refuge UK 

Borderline Lesvos 

Greek Council for Refugees 

Greek Helsinki Monitor 

Help Refugees 

Human Rights 360 

Immigration Council of Ireland 

Infopoint Eufemia 

Legal Centre Lesbos 

MEENA Centre for Women and Children 

One Happy Family 
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Refugee Info Bus 

Refugee Rights Europe 

Women Refugee Route 

SolidarityNow 

The Hummingbird Refugee Project 

The School Bus Project 

  


